


Picture 1:- Kew Bridge Road circa 1900 

Teachers’ Notes 
Taken around 1900 this pictures looks west along the Kew Bridge Road. The Water Tower—now 
part of the Steam Museum is still there. 
 
Between Layton's House just by Kew Bridge and Brentford High Street there was the market, 
the water works, the gas works, breweries, a distillery, potteries and kilns, leather tanners, 
soap works, a flour mill, jam makers and other industries.  
 
Because of the pollution national newspapers were describing Brentford as  
:- “ stagnant, disgraceful and the filthiest place in England” in 1873 
 
Directed questions for Children. 
• How were goods moved around Brentford? 
• Can you see anyone not wearing a hat? 
• Can you see any street lights? 
• What do you think it may have smelt like? 





Picture 2:- Kew Bridge and market circa 1900 

Teachers’ Notes 
Taken around 1900 this pictures looks south over Kew Bridge Road.  
 
Layton's House is just to the west of the Bridge. Partly obscured by the tree.  
 
 
Directed questions for Children. 
• How were goods moved around Brentford? 
• Can you see anyone not wearing a hat? 
• What was the water trough in the centre of the market place for? 
• Why would this have been a good place for a market? 
• What were the problems with this as a market place? 
 
 





Picture 3 and 4:- St Georges Church Brentford c 1900 and present 

Teachers’ Notes 
Taken around 1900 the picture looks west along Kew Bridge Road  
 
Thomas Layton left money in his will to build the Church Tower.  
The building was the home of a museum of mechanical musical instruments until recently, it has 
moved to purpose built premises nearby and the future of the building is uncertain. 
 
 
Directed questions for Children. 
• What is the building made of? 
• What has changed in these 2 pictures of St Georges Church? 
• What is the same? 
• Why is there a line around the stonework half way up the tower? 







Picture 5:- The Thomas Layton Trail 

Teachers’ notes 
Map of Brentford High Street and pictures of what you can see today of Thomas Layton’s public 
works. 
 
1.  Old Brentford market—Thomas Layton's house shown on the left. 
2. St George’s Church 

3. The old Fire Station 

4. Sewage works and pumping station. 
5. The Brentford Monument 

6. The Library 

7. The swimming Baths 

8. Thomas Layton’s grave (in the Brentford & Ealing cemetery—South Ealing Road) 

 
Directed questions for children. 
• Where is the Fire Station—Church—Swimming Baths etc?.,  (esp. for local schools where pupils 

have passed and recognise the buildings) 
• What is the fire station used for now? (restaurant) 
• What is the difference between old and modern buildings? —can you explain why? 
• Why is the swimming pool now closed? 
 







Pictures 6 & 7 Brentford Gas Works c1926 

Teachers’ notes 
These two pictures of the Gas Works are taken from Brentford High Street. The Gas works site 
covered both sides of the main road. The brick wall picture is where the Waterman's Arts Centre 
now is. The Gasometers are the other side of the road alongside St George’s Church which was also 
known as ‘ St. George’s by the gasworks.’ 
 
Directed Questions for Children;- 
• What had changed and what is different between then and now? 

• How would the gas works have affected the local area? 

• What would the  area have smelt like? 

• How many people do you think would have worked at the gas works? (2000 plus) 

• Why do you think river transport was more important then than now? (horse drawn transport 
was slow and unsafe in comparison and had much lighter payloads) 

• Why would you like/not like living in Brentford in the Victorian times? 
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Picture 8 Prehistoric artefacts from the Layton Collection  

Teachers’ notes 
These three pieces are all from the Thomas Layton Collection and are on display at the Museum of 
London.  
 
1. A late bronze age axehead 
2. Pourer from Athens (400 – 301 BC) 
3. A Spear Head—Iron Age 
 
Directed Questions for Children;- 
• What was each of the items for? 

• How were they made? 

• What are they made of? 
• Why would someone want to collect them? 

• Why are they so rare? 
 





Picture 9 Thomas Layton  

Teachers’ notes 
Thomas Layton—1819—1922 . Councillor, business man, collector. He gave his large collection of an-
tiquities, coins, archaeology, pottery, books and prints in trust to the people of Brentford. Layton 
lived most of his life in Brentford and contributed greatly to its development and history.  


